
GHGR 4.3 - 
Understanding 
Setting and Plot



GHGR 4.3.1 - Mini-Lesson
• Homographs - words that are spelled the same but have 

different meanings, and sometimes pronounced differently 
also. 

• p.36 SOW - (1) female animal or (2) to seed an area 

• p.39 - present - (1) gift or (2) to introduce or show (3) the 
current time 

• p.55 - pump - (1) machine that moves (2) moving your 
body to make something work 

• find 2 more homographs on that page



GHGR 4.3.1 - Mini-Lesson
• Foreshadowing - writers plant clues early in a story to hint at events 

that have not yet taken place.  It can help create suspense or tension 
and make the reader curious to find out what happens next. 

• Think of a movie or TV show that may do this, especially in the "cold 
open". 

• What is the most dangerous thing Donny has to do when he goes 
back in time? - read last 3 paragraphs from p.40.  How does the 
conversation between Milo & Winston foreshadow what will happen? 

• p.63 Leonardo says, "I hope you're not afraid of heights..." 

• brainstorm clues that we could plant to further foreshadow Donny's 
flight.



GHGR 4.3.2 - Identifying the 
Setting

• I can identify details of setting from the text and 
illustrations. 

• I can use setting clues to enhance understanding of 
the plot.

* Setting is the environment and time in which a 
story takes place.!

* Events in the plot might seem strange make sense 
in certain settings.!

* Readers use the details about setting that the 
author gives to make sense of what they're reading.







































• What expressions do the characters use when they 
speak that help you figure out the time period? 

• One practice is in the school gym, while another is 
at Central.  Why do you think the practices are set 
in different places? 

• How does identifying the setting help you visualize 
what is going on? 

• The author refers to cable TV and e-mail.  How are 
those important clues to the setting?

Turn and Talk after reading pp. 38-46 of "The Hot Shots"



Read pp. 38-46 of "The Hot Shots" and complete this web.

Setting:!
!
!



Read pp. 30-33 of "Leonardo's Wings" and complete this 
web.

Setting:!
!
!

Now read pp.47-58 and compare / contrast how the setting 
changes.



Turn and Talk after reading pp. 47-58 of "Leonardo's 
Wings"

* What are clues to the time period in which 
Chapter 7 is set? 

* Do you think Milo's lab is set in the past, 
present, or future?  Why? 

* How is Leonardo's workshop similar to and 
different from Milo's lab? 

* In what ways do you think the setting affects 
the plot of this story?



Read pp. 47-58 of "Leonardo's Wings" and complete this 
web.

Setting:!
!
!



GHGR 4.3.3 - Exploring the Relationship 
Between Setting and Characters

• I can determine the impact setting has on characters. 

• I can use setting to learn more about characters' 
feelings, motivations, and traits.

* The setting of a story has a direct impact on the 
characters.!

* Good readers analyze the setting to help them 
understand character's actions and motivations.!

* Understanding the setting can help readers learn 
more about what the characters are like.























• Suppose Brian's team were playing another school 
team at the other school.  How could that change 
of setting affect Brian and his team? 

• What if the game took place during the school day 
with no big fuss?  How might that setting affect 
Brian's choices? 

• How does thinking about the setting affect your 
understanding of the characters?

Turn and Talk after reading pp. 47-50 of "The Hot Shots"



Setting Impact on the Character How it Motivates the 
Character

Copy & complete after reading pp. 47-50 of "The Hot Shots"



• Part of this story is set up on a high cliff.  What 
impact does that setting have on Donny?  How 
does setting affect his motivation for flying the 
plane? 

• This story is set in two time periods.  How does 
Donny's modern-day setting affect his experience 
in the past? 

• Suppose Donny had to travel to the future.  What 
might that setting be like?  How would it impact 
Donny differently from the setting in the past?

Turn and Talk after reading pp. 59-67 of "Leonardo's 
Wings"



Setting Impact on the Character How it Motivates the 
Character

Copy & complete after reading pp. 59-67 of "Leonardo's 
Wings"



GHGR 4.3.4 - Identifying and 
Keeping Track of the Plot

• I can identify the sequence of events in a plot and the 
impact these events have on the characters. 

• I can gain an understanding of plot using a story map 
to keep track of the way the plot is organized.

* Plot is the story line, or sequence of events that happen.!
* Plot begins with exposition, in which setting and 

characters are introduced.!
* The rising action comes next, introducing the problem.!
* The Climax is when the problem is at its worst.!
* The Falling Action occurs as the problem is solved.!
* Finally the Resolution wraps up the story.























• What is the score after three quarters?  
How does this help you understand 
how the game is going? 

• What does Brian's description of his 
shot tell you about Brian's character?

Turn and Talk after reading pp. 51-56 of "The Hot Shots"



Copy & complete after reading pp. 51-56 of "The Hot Shots"
Exposition!

!
!
!

Rising Action!
!
!
!

Climax!
!
!

Resolution!
!

Falling Action!
!



• Look at the top of p.69.  What words does 
the author use to help you see what is going 
on?  Do you think the action is rising or 
falling? 

• What stage of the story do you think is 
happening on pp.70-71?  How do you know? 

• How did you react to the ending of the story?  
Why do you think the author ended the story 
this way?

Turn and Talk after reading pp. 68-80 of "Leonardo's 
Wings"



Copy & complete after reading pp. 68-80 of "Leonardo's Wings"
Exposition!

!
!
!

Rising Action!
!
!
!

Climax!
!
!

Resolution!
!

Falling Action!
!



GHGR 4.3.5 - Wrap Up
• "How to Understand Setting and Plot" 

• Where does the story take place?  Why is the story set 
there?  Answering these questions helps you understand 
the plot. 

• Identifying the setting helps you understand why a 
character acts in certain ways. 

• Making a story map helps you organize important events 
in the plot.  Remember, the structure of a plot includes 
the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and 
resolution.



Write About It
• Choose a cover from a book you are reading.  Use the 

cover to answer these questions. 

• What setting is shown in the cover? 

• How does the setting relate to the character's 
problem?  In what ways does the setting affect the 
character's actions in relation to the problem? 

• Which of the five major parts of the plot does the cover 
illustrate?  Why do you think the author chose to 
illustrate this part of the plot?



Check for Understanding
• My book is _______________, and it takes place 

_____________ (where) and ______________ (when). 

• Some details that make the setting interesting are... 

• I can use the setting of the story to help me learn more 
about the characters by.... 

• The five parts of a plot are... 

• I can keep track of a plot by.... 

• It is important to identify the setting and keep track of the 
plot because... 


